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The CCMC Mission Statement 
Our Mission and Prayer of the committee 

 To bring together Catholic men, renewing their faith in Christ in an inspiring, motivational, 

prayerful atmosphere.  The result will be stronger men fulfilling their mission as husbands,  fathers, 

and brothers in Christ who help renew their parishes through apostolic works.  

 There is a vital need, today, for every Catholic man in Connecticut (and in every state) to 

become more aware of his God-given talents as a man and the responsibility that goes along with 

having that talent.  With the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the continuous support of the Archbishop 

of Hartford and Bishops of Bridgeport and Norwich, the organizers of the annual Connecticut Catholic 

Men’s Conference hope to offer vibrant speakers to address the contemporary issues that affect 

Catholic men in an atmosphere of true Christian fraternity.  By both encouraging and challenging 

those in attendance, it is hoped all will leave the event equipped to become leaders in their homes, in 

the church, in their local parishes and in society. 
 

Being a Knight and the CCMC 
As a Knight, you have chosen to enter into an extraordinary brotherhood. You are called to be a sacred 

defender of your faith and a leader in your household, your parish, and your world. Because of  your 

membership in this godly organization of men, you are tasked with the spiritual welfare of your 

brothers in the faith. The question becomes how can you help to draw other men into this divine 

fellowship and empower them to enter into a deeper commitment to their Savior, their families, and 

one another.  The response of the CCMC is how can we aid you in this monumental task? 
 

The Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference is so grateful for the participation of the Knights of 

Columbus at our events. Your presence at the conference sends a strong signal that we are Catholic 

and we are committed in our cause to help men grow in this wonderful faith we possess. This is why 

we work so hard to make the conference something that will not only reflect the character of the 

Knights, but also enable the Knights of Columbus to draw men into their ranks. Together, we can build 

up the Church as we call men to become all they can be in Christ.  

 

Because we are partners in this endeavor, we want to share the benefits of the conference for Knights 

and work together to offer men the opportunity to join the Knights of Columbus as a apostolate going 

forth from the conference. This manual will help you not only to promote the conference as a viable 

event for men, but to use the tools the conference offers to help you to grow the men under your 

charge. This means moving men from, “Are you going?” and “Will you join us?” to “How are you 

growing?” and “How can we join with you on this journey of faith?” 

 

Included in this packet are promotional materials, ideas for fellowship meetings, and a host of other 

tools that you can use to gather the men of your parish for the conference. But the greatest “tool” in 

your Parish Captain belt is your own spirit, your love for your brothers, and your determination to see 

as many men as possible come to the conference. It’s time to get to work! 

 



Written before the 2019 conference - please use this language for your letter to Brothers.

Update
for the
2022
conference
In your words



 

 
April 27, 2019 

by Ken Santopietro 

I know that a new website won't sell any tickets only a personal invitation will.  

But after the invitation, you want to know "Why should I go?" 

 

Most likely, the greatest spiritual times in your life were receiving your sacraments.  True? 

You knew that you were receiving the Holy Spirit.  True? 

In your life now, are you taking all your opportunities to receive graces that God is  offering 

you?   Maybe... 

This is why you come.   

Receive grace here.  Receive the Eucharist, go to Confession, and experience the  Adoration 

of our Lord.   

I guarantee that you will leave thinking "who do I need to invite for next year?" 

 

This is how I felt after attending my 1st CCMC and this is how I feel now, 11 years later, as 

director of this men's conference.  We have a lot to offer you. 

 

How this works is that the CT Catholic men's conference brings in the best Catholic homi-

lists, Diocese leadership, Men's Groups, evangelizing vendor exhibits and YOU together for a 

day of listening and camaraderie.  

We have designed this year's conference with YOU in mind.  And plan to give you time to 

share your faith with your brothers in Christ throughout the day.  

I invite YOU.  Buy your tickets now. 

October 19th will be better for everyone if YOU are there. 

Why should you attend?   (write your own answer) 

 
My Answer 

https://19808.sites.ecatholic.com/purchase-tickets
https://19808.sites.ecatholic.com/


Why Go to the Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference? 

 

Several years ago, my father-in-law invited me to attend the Connecticut Catholic Men’s 

Conference with him. At the time, I went only to please my wife and father-in-law. In truth, 

my faith was faltering. I can’t even remember if I took home anything of substance from that 

first conference. Still, a seed was planted.  

I remember going to Confession for the first time in a long time, telling my confessor how I 

wasn’t sure where I was with my faith. I knew that from where I stood I was no model of 

Catholic manhood. I felt like I was going through the motions of Christianity, not really living 

up to my call as a husband and father, or a brother to other men. I listened to the priest’s 

wise words and went off to spend time in prayer and penance, wondering what it all meant.  

During the next year – slowly, steadily, the clouds of doubt started to lift and I began to look 

seriously once more at what it meant to believe. Over the months that followed, I reex-

amined my Catholic faith, the mistakes I had made, and what it would take to draw near to 

my Savior once more. 

My father-in-law invited me to the next conference – and the one after that. I went with a 

more open heart, listened to the speakers, knelt before the Blessed Sacrament, and spent 

time in fellowship with other men. My faith was blossoming once more. I was writing again. 

I was working so hard to honor my wife and children and to be the kind of man they de-

served. There was nothing noble or grand about it. It was a daily work of love, inspired by 

the grace I received by surrendering my will to the One who had had called me near to him 

once more. 

I’ve been coming to the conference ever since. I’ve even become involved in helping to make 

it happen in small and insignificant ways, and still I continue to grow in my faith. I don’t 

know all of where God is taking me, but I know it is good and I know I’m committed to the 

journey.  

Why go to the Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference? The conference opens doors, plants 

seeds, and changes lives. It certainly did for me. It can do it for you as well.  

 

Contributed by Mark C. McCann 



CCMC Parish Captain promotional activities 

Timeline of Best Practices—see calendar for specifics 

From now until the conference— Get involved in the lives of the men of your parish—Pray for them. 

May—     Plan to attend the June 1st Parish Captain training.  

     Have the Save the Date image placed in the parish bulletin. 

June—     Schedule a men’s fellowship breakfast to share ideas. If you  

     can, make it a regular monthly event.  Scout locations for your  

     poster and hang them up this month. 

July/August—    Ask your pastor to send out his personal invitation to all the  

     men of the parish, inviting them to the conference. Make   

     your first pulpit pitch and hand out brochures or information flyers. 

Late August/Early September— Host an informational meeting/breakfast and spend time  

     talking about the conference, and speak to men about their needs 

     and what they hope to get from the  conference. Materials are  

     included in the packet. Have your second pulpit pitch, show the first 

     promotional video, set up  a sign-up table at mass, and begin  

     weekly bulletin announcements. 

Late September—   Have a second sign-up weekend at the masses and show a  

     second promotional video (testimonies). Organize a ride sharing. 

October 1-19th Continue to reach out to the men, being personally involved in their lives, praying 

   for them, and inviting them to the conference. 

THESE ARE THE VERY BEST WEEKENDS to have announcement in bulletin or to 

remind parishioners of the poster/website/ to save the day October 19th  

 or to  give your testimony, or to hand out information. 

June 16 Fathers Day 

June 23 Corpus Christi 

July 28 Parents Day 

August 18 

September 8 Grandparents Day 

September 22 

October 6 

October 13 

October 17th Catholic Mens Conference Day

Whenever you receive... start there and
the conference is a different date each year.



How to Speak to the Men of Your Parish about the  

Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference and its Benefits for the KofC 

 

‘’What is the Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference? 

The Conference is a one-day event that takes place once a year in the fall. It features talks from dynamic 

and deeply spiritual CATHOLIC speakers, fellowship with other men, great music, Eurcharistic Procession of 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the opportunity to go to Confession, a great lunch, special activities 

for men, and a beautiful mass at the end.  

 

‘’Why should a Knight go to the Conference? 

This is an opportunity to get away from the busyness of life and connect with men who share the same 

values and the same struggles as you. It’s a time to renew your Catholic faith and your commitment to the 

Knights of Columbus. The conference allows you to share the principles of the KofC with other men and to 

use the gifts and the experiences God has given you to enrich the lives of other men. It challenges you to 

walk with your brothers in solidarity, to help them as they grow in their faith, overcome sinful habits and 

come to understand the brotherhood we share as believers in Christ. As a Knight, you come from a unique 

position of strength where your passion for Jesus can become a path for other men to discover their 

strength as Catholic men. And it’s an opportunity to lead other men into the brotherhood you share in the 

Knights of Columbus. 

 

‘’How will the conference benefit the Knights of Columbus? 

Knights who attend the conference and invite other men to join them discover the presence of Jesus Christ 

and His power to change lives. Not only will your life be enriched, but you will bring back to your parish 

brothers who have gained insight into what it means to be Catholic men, brothers who can then step up to 

the challenge of the Knights of Columbus. By sharing this day with other men, you help them to see the 

importance of a personal faith journey in the context of the brotherhood you share. The qualities of 

manhood and the Catholic values that exemplify the Knights will become more visible to those who have 

spent time in fellowship at the Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference.  Together, as you walk the walk of 

faith with greater hope and determination, you’ll get in touch with 

your gifts and your weaknesses and discover how the Knights can 

take on even greater challenges for the glory of Jesus Christ. 

Once you and your brothers have experienced the life-changing 

power of the conference, you can use it as a yearly experience of 

faith-building, and a unique opportunity to draw others into the 

Knights of Columbus. 



Sample Bulletin Announcements for 

The Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference 

 

Sample One: 

Greetings Men of God! It’s time for the 12th Annual Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference. This year, 

the Knights of the parish are calling all men of the parish to join us for a day of dynamic speakers, deep 

spirituality, incredible worship, and great food, fellowship, and fun! It won’t be the same without you! 

Sign-ups will take place on (list dates) at the table in the (location). Don’t miss out on this wonderful 

event for Catholic men from all over Connecticut! 

 

Sample Two: 

Calling all men of the parish! It’s time to step up and join (Parish’s Council of the 

KofC) for the 12th Annual Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference. We are 

challenging men to join us to hear great speakers and experience some great 

activities to help you grow spiritually as men. This is an opportunity to share your 

faith with Catholic men from all over Connecticut, experience powerful worship, go 

to Confession, and have an all-around great time! Sign-ups will take place this 

weekend after all the masses in the (location). Don’t miss out on this incredible 

event! 

 

Sample Three: 

Sign-ups for the 12th Annual Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference will take place after all the masses 

this weekend at the table in the (location). The KofC council of this parish is behind the conference once 

hundred percent. The conference offers the men of the parish an opportunity to be in fellowship with 

other Catholic men from all over Connecticut. There will be dynamic speakers, Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament, Confession, and even a few surprises this year! Please join the Knights for this wonderful 

event. See (name) today! 

 



Suggested Emails for the Conference 
 
Email One:  
 
Brothers, If you haven’t purchased tickets for this year’s Connecticut Catholic 
Men’s Conference, what are you waiting for? Our council has made a 
commitment to attend this year and we won’t be the same without you! 
Won’t you join us? This year’s 2019 lineup includes Dan Burke (Avila Institute /
EWTN News), Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, Father John Bartunek (RC 
Spirituality.org), and new Bishop Juan Miguel Betancourt.  The theme for the 
conference is, FORGE YOUR PATH TO HOLINESS. Our day will conclude with a 
Vigil Mass celebrated by the Most Reverend Archbishop Leonard Blair for the 
Hartford Archdiocese and our chaplain Very Rev. James Sullivan. Come see 
why the Knights have chosen to attend this year’s Connecticut Catholic Men’s 
Conference! 
 
Email Two: 
 
Each year, the Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference brings together faithful Catholic men from all over 
Connecticut who come together to share their faith, find personal direction and healing, and fellowship 
with one another. As members of the Knights of Columbus, we are choosing to attend this unique 
experience so that we can grow as men of faith. This is an event you won’t find anywhere else, so come 
and join us for the talks, time with other Catholic men who share the same hopes and dreams as you, the 
cleansing of Confession, and a beautiful celebration of the Eucharist. Head to our website at https://
www.ctcatholicmen.org/ to purchase your tickets. Contact any member of the Knights to find out more. 
We’ll see you there on Saturday, October 19, 2019 at St. Paul Catholic High School in Bristol, CT! 
 
Email Three: 
 
Brothers in Christ, 
Where can you go to listen to some of the most dynamic Catholic speakers from all over the country, 
experience uplifting worship, seek the Savior in the Sacrament of Confession, and spend time with some of 
the best Catholic Men in Connecticut? There’s only one place – the 2019 Connecticut Catholic Men’s 
Conference, taking place on Saturday, October 19, 2019 at St. Paul Catholic High School in Bristol, CT! This 
year, our local council of the Knights has taken up the challenge to bring as many men from the parish as 
we can to this exceptional event. This year the conference features Dan Burke, of EWTN News and Avila-
Institute.org and Spiritualdirection.com ; and our Master of Ceremonies, Sam Todzia, a Catholic husband, 
father, carpenter, and speaker with a passion to engage young people with the Gospel and a life of faith.  
And of course, we can’t forget our own Archbishop, Reverend Leornard Blair, who will bring his wisdom 
and love for Catholic men to the Conference as well.  
This is a wonderful time you won’t want to miss! Head to https://www.ctcatholicmen.org/ to purchase 
your tickets. We hope you’ll join the Knights for this faith-filled day!  

https://www.ctcatholicmen.org/
https://www.ctcatholicmen.org/
https://www.ctcatholicmen.org/


Unless you are familiar with making unsolicited phone calls even the thought can be a bit scary. 
However, experience tells us men usually are flattered when they realize someone is honestly try-
ing to help them and their families. The three most important tips for this type of  phone conver-
sation are: Sincerity, Sincerity, Sincerity! If  the man you are speaking with realizes you’re calling 
to help him the likelihood he will come is greatly increased. Before each phone call say a short 
prayer and ask Our Lady to guide your words. Two things will happen when calling. Either you 
will reach the person or you will leave a message on their answering machine. Here are examples 
for each. 

 
You reach the person you are calling: 

Is this Jim O’Brien? This is John Smith from St. John’s parish. I’m what they call the parish captain 
for the upcoming Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference on October 19th. I’m calling to encour-
age you to join me and other men from our parish at this great yearly event put on just for men. 
(pause) Jim, have you heard of  the event or have you attended one in the past? (let him speak.. 
The best sales technique is to let the person sell themselves. If  he is aware of  the conference and 
has positive things to say let him do the talking. At the end of  his talk simply say you’ll put his 
name down on your list as coming). If  he knows nothing about the event tell him in your own 
words what you got out of  last year’s conference or a previous conference. It’s not time for telling 
him your past sins but it would be okay to say you heard some wonderful speakers which have in-
fluenced some of  your personal and family decisions this past year. Mention it was a fun day and 
you laughed a lot. Mention you had the opportunity to be around hundreds of  other men. If  there 
was one significant event at one of  the conferences and you can tell the story briefly and sincerely 
do it. Be positive, smile (some people even have a mirror nearby). Before asking if  he will attend 
ask if  he has a name or two of  other men you should call. Ask if  it’s okay to mention his name 
and say he will be attending. Say you will put his name down. Tell him how to register or get his 
email and send him info and a thank him.  End by saying you hope the two of  you can get to 
know each other better and look forward to sharing the day with him and the other men from 
your parish. 

 
Answering machine: 

“This message is for Jim O’Brien. Jim this is John Smith from St. John’s Parish. I’m calling all the 
men of  the parish to encourage them to join me and other men at the Connecticut Catholic Men’s 
Conference which will be held Saturday, October 19 at St. Paul’s High School in Bristol. Jim I’d 
like to tell you a little bit about the conference and what I got out of  last year’s event. My tele-
phone number is 123 – 456 – 7890 (give number at same pace one would copy the number…GO 
SLOW). Information about the event will be in our parish bulletin Jim however I love to tell you 
what I got out of  it. Give me a call. Once again my name is John Smith and my telephone number 
is 123-456-7890. Thanks Jim I look forward to speaking with you. God bless. 

Calling men about the Men’s Conference—a personal invitation works! 

Examples were written before the 2019 conference... can be the models for any year.





Sign Up for The Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference 

Saturday, October 19, 2019 
 

Name ______________________________  Email  ___________________________________________ 

Address  ______________________________  City  ____________________  State ____ Zip  _________ 

Phone _____________________  Phone _____________________  # of Tickets  _______  Paid _______ 

 

Name ______________________________  Email  ___________________________________________ 

Address  ______________________________  City  ____________________  State ____ Zip  _________ 

Phone _____________________  Phone _____________________  # of Tickets  _______  Paid _______ 

 

Name ______________________________  Email  ___________________________________________ 

Address  ______________________________  City  ____________________  State ____ Zip  _________ 

Phone _____________________  Phone _____________________  # of Tickets  _______  Paid _______ 

 

Name ______________________________  Email  ___________________________________________ 

Address  ______________________________  City  ____________________  State ____ Zip  _________ 

Phone _____________________  Phone _____________________  # of Tickets  _______  Paid _______ 

 

Name ______________________________  Email  ___________________________________________ 

Address  ______________________________  City  ____________________  State ____ Zip  _________ 

Phone _____________________  Phone _____________________  # of Tickets  _______  Paid _______ 

 

Name ______________________________  Email  ___________________________________________ 

Address  ______________________________  City  ____________________  State ____ Zip  _________ 

Phone _____________________  Phone _____________________  # of Tickets  _______  Paid _______ 

 

Name ______________________________  Email  ___________________________________________ 

Address  ______________________________  City  ____________________  State ____ Zip  _________ 

Phone _____________________  Phone _____________________  # of Tickets  _______  Paid _______ 

 

Name ______________________________  Email  ___________________________________________ 

Address  ______________________________  City  ____________________  State ____ Zip  _________ 



NOTES—RESOURCES 

 

WWW.CTCATHOLICMEN.ORG    we will have everything that is needed on the site for your reference, including graphics, etc. 

 

 




